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Objectives

At the conclusion of the webinar, attendees will be able to:

• Discuss the components of how PA programs consider learning 
environment through personal, social, organizational, physical 
and virtual lens, 

• Describe the role the learning environment has in PA program 
accreditation.



PA Program Background

• 238 ARC-PA Accredited PA programs

• PAEA is the only national organization representing physician 
assistant educational programs in the United States. Currently, 
all of the accredited programs in the country are members of 
the Association.

• Terminal degree is a Masters Degree

• PAs upon graduation enter into a variety of healthcare settings



Learning Environments
Gruppen et al

• Personal

• Social

• Organizational

• Physical

• Virtual



Learning Environments

• Classroom

• Simulations

• Clinical settings

• Longitudinal rotation settings
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Physician Assistant Education Association, By the Numbers: Curriculum Report 2: Data from the 2016 Didactic 
Curriculum Survey. Washington, DC: PAEA; 2018. doi: 10.17538/CR2.2018
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Student Stress
Physician Assistant Education Association, By the Numbers: Student Report 2: Data from the 2017 
Matriculating Student and End of Program Surveys, Washington, DC: PAEA; 2018. doi: 
10.17538/SR2018.0002



Preventive Measures



Strategies

• Clinical Call Back Day Curriculum
• Difficult Scenarios with Role Plays

• Pearls from Peers

• Self-Care and Stress Management Practiced as Part of 
Orientation Activities

• Professional Coaching

• Preceptor Orientation and Communication

• Faculty Development



PAEA and Faculty Development



Accreditation and Learning Environments

• Accreditation Review Commission on Education for the 
Physician Assistant, Inc. (ARC-PA)

• Fifth edition of Accreditation Standards for Physician Assistant 
Education Draft was released in October 2018, comment period 
closed December 15, 2018.



ARC-PA Standards, Fifth Edition Draft

• Appropriate security and personal safety for instruction

• Wellness of faculty and staff

• Physical facilities to operate educational programs

• Support services

• Curriculum to provide patient centered care and collegially work 
in teams

• Supervised clinical practice settings (emergency department, 
inpatient, outpatient and operating room)



Universal Design/Least Restrictive 
Environments

• Reduce 

•competition

• labels

•barriers

• Example-closed captioning on videos may support other 
learners



Future
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