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Objectives

• Describe briefly the extent of the opioid 
overdose epidemic on the U.S. population 

• Analyze one implemented undergraduate 
curriculum model used to combat the opioid 
epidemic 

• Describe the pathway for a UME curriculum to 
fulfill the educational requirements for 
physicians under the Drug Addiction and 
Treatment Act









In 2016…

• Rhode Island’s death rate from opioid 
overdose was 30.8 (per 100,000 
population) (8th highest in nation) 

• Total number of deaths = 326



https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/maps/rxstate2006.html



https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/maps/rxstate2016.html





The AMS story 



Brown’s response to the Opioid Epidemic  

• Designed a 4-year longitudinal curriculum 
around substance use with focus on 
opioids 

• Initially allowed students to prescribe 
MAT in Rhode Island upon graduating 





Curriculum



Pre-clerkship Curriculum 



Clerkship Curriculum 



Other Curriculum 





Certification of Curriculum

• Through the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry 

• Submitted curriculum through Dropbox 
folder 

• Reviewer assigned; returned with 
feedback 

• Modifications made and resubmitted 







Lessons Learned 



Make the curriculum 

longitudinal and 

integrated 



• 1st and 2nd year Integrated Medical 
Sciences

• 1st and 2nd year Doctoring

• Clerkships/Intersessions 

• Internship Prep Course 



Use a variety of 

teaching modalities 



• Lecture

• Case-based discussions 

– Paper based cases 

– Videos 

• Team-based learning

• Standardized patient cases 





Make the curriculum  

interprofessional 



• Nursing (Rhode Island College and 
University of Rhode Island)

• Pharmacy (University of Rhode Island)

• Social Work (Rhode Island College)

• Physical Therapy (University of Rhode 
Island) 



Partner with key 

stakeholders 



• Department of Health

• State Licensing Board

• School of Public Health

• COBRE grant

• Other medical schools (for us, our 
neighbor medical schools in 
Massachusetts)  



Link the curriculum 

across UME, GME, 

CME
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Final Thoughts

• Re-examine the necessity of the DATA 
waiver

• Re-think the settings in which Methadone 
can be prescribed 

• Assessment drives learning (or 
educational programs)

– Mandate for Undergraduate (Medical 
Schools) and Graduate Medical Education 
(Residency Programs) to incorporate training 
around OUD and MAT 



It takes a team…
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Questions 

• Thank you!

• Paul_George@brown.edu

mailto:Paul_George@brown.edu

