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Objectives  

ÅDiscuss professionalism issues surrounding 
social media use in medical education. 

ÅIdentify opportunities for training faculty in 
social media use. 

ÅDiscuss baseline competencies in the use of 
social media by medical school faculty. 



The Four Faculty Generations 

Silent 
generation 

Baby Boomers 

Gen X Millennials  





Wikipedia defines social media as: 

 
Åprimarily Internet -based tools for sharing and 

discussing information among human beings 

Årefers to activities that integrate technology, 
social interaction, and the construction of words, 
pictures, videos and audio. 

Ådepends on the varied perspectives and 
ñbuildingò of shared meaning among 
communities, as people share their stories and 
experiences 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_media




Swiss Cows Send Texts to Announce 

Theyõre in Heat 
New York Times 10 -2-12 

Å 
Christian 
Oesch  is 
testing a 
device that 
sends an 
SMS to his 
phone when 
a cow is 
sexually 
active  
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Survey of Einstein Medical Students 

n=496 



1 = never 
2 = occasionally 
3 = regularly 
4 = frequently  
5 = very frequently 

How often do you use each of the following social media 
services?  



1 = not at all 
2 = beginner 
3 = competent 
4 = highly competent  

How competent are you at using each of the  
following social media services?  



Which of the following types of information have you seen 
posted online by a classmate?  Check all answers that apply.  



Professionalism and social media 





Physician Patient 



Physician Physician Patient Patient 

Personal 
connections 

THE PUBLIC 

Physicians Patients 



Last winter, in the middle of my intern year, 
I became Facebook friends with a young 
man who was dying in the intensive-care 
unit . 



Vitals.com: ñwhere doctors 
are examinedò 







Professional  growth 

Disseminate research 

Share information 

Establish expertise 

Hone writing 

Reputation 


