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ABSTRACT 

 
Second year medical students were surveyed to determine what resources best helped them study for 

pathology exams. The list included attending lecture, listening and viewing recorded lectures posted to the 

internet, reading textbook or high yield review books and reviewing posted practice quiz or published 

practice clinical vignette questions. Students were asked to rank these items relative to time spent utilizing 

these resources for studying. Fifty one percent of students in the class responded. Students  who indicated 

they spent more time using a practice exam question book did significantly better (p=0.007) on exams than 

those who did not use this resource. Students who indicated they relied more on audio-recorded lectures 

than actual attendance of lectures did not do as well on exams (p=0.056. Our results indicate that utilization 

of clinical vignette exam questions helped students the most for learning and understanding material.  

 

 

 


