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ABSTRACT

The objective of this pilot study was to analyze the results of a survey of basic science and clinical faculty regarding the
integration of their institution’s health sciences curriculum. Forty-four basic and clinical scientists responded to our survey,
providing information regarding their level of interest in a more integrated curriculum and the level of integration that they
currently enjoy at their institutions and opinions on obstacles to integration. Results indicate that interest in integration of the
curriculum is high, that individual faculty members are interested in increased integration, but that the current level of
integration is not adequate. Clinicians are less positive about curricular integration than were their basic science counterparts.
The main obstacles cited by survey participants include the lack of a reward system for faculty to put effort into integration and
lack of time. In sum, although faculty members recognize that integrating the basic and clinical sciences into a more cohesive
experience for students is of interest to them and of benefit to their students, there is currently not sufficient support in the form
of faculty time or reward to move forward towards a more vertically integrated curriculum.
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