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ABSTRACT 
 
Using a whole day, comprehensive test three times a semester, rather than many individual course examinations in the same 
time span is the hallmark of Block Examinations. This manuscript examines the effect such a curriculum change has made at 
two medical schools of similar size (University of Louisville with 144 students and Medical University of South Carolina with 
146). The implementation of Block testing at both medical schools has been associated with a sustainable increase in pass rates 
as well as absolute scores in Part 1 USMLE at both schools. This testing process is well accepted by faculty and students and 
appears to provide time for students acquire and retain preclinical material. 
 
 


