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ABSTRACT 
 
The Objective Structured Practical Examination (OSPE) is a new concept in practical assessment of physiology in our country. 
It is a modified form of Objective Structured Clinical Examination (OSCE) but is used for evaluation of pre and paraclinical 
subjects. Although theoretically known, very few medical colleges have incorporated OSPE as an assessment tool in the 
curriculum of first year medical students. We wanted to compare the marks obtained in OSPE and the other conventional 
methods. The OSPE marks showed similarity with clinical examination and were different from marks of other experimental 
procedures like graph and chart. A similar result was found in two examinations. We conclude that OSPE can replace the 
existing pattern of clinical examination. To replace others it would require an elaborate and structured OSPE bank. Presently, it 
can supplement but not replace the conventional methods. Any change must first be thoroughly evaluated before it can uproot a 
well-defined and time-tested assessment methodology.  
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