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ABSTRACT 
 
Integrated assessments which are aligned with learning objectives and teaching methods may help to reinforce the linkage of 
the medical sciences with the professional practice of medicine. In the existing discipline-based medicine program at the 
University of New South Wales, a project-based assessment in pathology was introduced in 1996, which required students to 
focus on the cost vs. benefit of investigative procedures. Students have performed well in this individualized assessment, which 
has experiential and reflective components and is highly rated as a learning exercise. In the new integrated medicine program 
commencing in 2004, students will undertake a series of project-based assessments linking medical sciences to societal aspects 
of health and disease. Whether undertaking such assessments contributes to a long-term change in clinical behaviour will 
require follow-up with graduates from our new program. 
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