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ABSTRACT

This article is based on the authors’ experience with and observations of an academic activity entitled, “Problem Discussions in
Medical Ethics”, conducted by the Department of Deontology at Ankara University for more than 13 years. The overall scope
of the presentations has actually proven to be more comprehensive than that of Medical Ethics as a definite academic discipline
including topics such as medical education; nursing, dental and veterinary ethics; academic life in general;, and women’s
issues, which may or may not have a direct relationship with medical ethics. As another methodological point related to our
activity, the meaning of the term “problem” is not limited to the event or single case level, but potentially represents many
cases which form a group or set due to their similarities to be taken into account in the related ethical (and metaethical)
discussions. Within the scope of the present paper, we consider first, the place of the problem solving approach in academic
teaching as well as the importance of the continuous all-level discussions in medical ethics. We will discuss the activity in
question in the light of a systematization of the topics presented and in that of our critical observations on the preparation and
actualization of the presentations.
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