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Membership
	· Roger Koment, Ph.D., Interim Chair
	· Phillip Musich, Ph.D.

	· Peter Anderson, D.V.M., Ph.D.
	· Gary Nieder, Ph.D.

	· Julie Hewett
	· Julie Walsh, Ed.D

	· Zev Leifer, Ph.D.
	·  Open


Committee Charge
The charge to this committee is to advise the Board of Directors on all aspects of information technology relevant to the operation and delivery of IAMSE programs, and to ensure that our Association’s website is facilitated by the most current technical features deemed appropriate to our membership users.  http://www.iamse.org/standing_committees.htm#Technology    That charge is further interpreted through two separate approaches:

· The Committee will act as a resource to address technical problems brought to them by the Association Secretariat and/or the Executive Director
· The Committee will act on it’s own initiative to evaluate all IAMSE operations and recommend technical means for enhancing IAMSE as a professional society
Committee Activities
The Technology Task Force held its first meeting in June of 2003 under the direction of Roger Koment acting as Interim Chair.  The immediate task was to develop a means for recording all Plenary Sessions of the Georgetown meeting in digital fashion so they might be included in the Proceedings document that will be published by the end of October, 2003.  In years past, we have used standard cassette tapes which Julie then transcribes to audio files.  However, through both human and technical errors/limitations, the quality of these 90-minute audio recordings has unfortunately been quite variable.  cf : http://www.iamse.org/conf/conf6/proceedings6_message.htm 
During this first meeting, options were discussed relative to feasibility and cost, and the program RealPlayer emerged as being the most appropriate to the needs of IAMSE.  This program functions through a laptop set within the lecture room that receives both audio and PowerPoint slides “beamed” across the room from the presenter’s laptop.  Thus sound and slides are “synced” together in one streaming digital file. 

For an example of how this works, click on http://www.aluminalimited.com/investor/03agm/ and select the first “Watch and Listen to the Webcast and View Slides”.  Then click on “CEO’s Address”.   This example most closely approximates our need in capturing formal Plenary Sessions.  One important benefit is that the RealPlayer program for listeners is downloadable free from the Internet, if not already installed on computers as standard equipment – and will function even on very old or unsophisticated computers.
This recommendation was taken to the President of IAMSE who authorized purchase of the necessary software.  A specially equipped computer was also required which after consideration, Julie Hewett our Business Manager, decided to purchase and will make available to IAMSE.
While this technology resolves our immediate need, it also opens the door for many applications over our website.  For example, this can be used to archive Webcast Audio Seminars in their entirety.  Various “live messages” can be posted on the website such as personal invitations to IAMSE meetings and events from Chairs of Annual Program Committees.  On the homepage, click here to hear a message of welcome from the President of IAMSE, etc., etc.
Future Plans
A first priority of the Technology Task Force is to appoint a permanent Chair to guide this group through evaluation and creation of initiatives to promote IAMSE as a professional society.  Recruitment may be from within, but one position has now opened as a result of a member resigning.  This allows for the option of an individual being added to the committee as the new Chair.

In addition to their own initiatives, this coming year the committee will be instrumental in such tasks as surveying the membership to determine their computer capabilities.  This information is vital to adequately structure features on the website as well as simply knowing if members can receive e-mail in html-format.  Such ability would open a host of additional possibilities for communicating notices of professional opportunity, meeting announcements, etc.  Other projects include developing means for audio communication via Internet thus abrogating the need for expensive telephone fees throughout our various communications.  The committee will also begin investigating means for either Internet or satellite broadcast in real time of IAMSE conferences and events to either regional conference centers around the world, or ideally, directly into faculty offices and seminar rooms.
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