IAMSE Public Affairs Committee Report
July, 2003
Submitted by Gary C. Rosenfeld, Ph.D.
Chairman, Public Affairs Committee
1.   Members:  Gary Rosenfeld (Presiding), India Lane, Jim Pasley, Jack Scott, Mirta Garcia Jardon

Ex Officio: Giulia Bonaminio and Roger Koment
2.  Review of Committee Charges    http://www.iamse.org/committees/publicaffairs/index.htm 
a.  Be responsible for identifying and monitoring legislation and regulations pertaining to medical science education being considered or proposed by various governments, states, or organizations and keeping the Association informed of these actions and developments
b.  With the approval of the Board of Directors, report to the Association these and any other issues of significance to medical science educators 
c.
Monitor medical education meetings and report outcomes of relevant items to the membership.

d.  Expected committee output should be a minimum of one communication of substance per month
e.  Report committee activities to the Board of Directors at least twice each year
f.   Prepare a written report for the membership to be posted on the website prior to the Annual Meeting
3. Public Affairs Committee Meeting Summary – 3/12/03, 4/24/03, 5/13/03, 6/10/03 (http://www.iamse.org/committees/publicaffairs/index.htm)
a. The charge to the Public Affairs Committee was discussed and the need for the Committee to monitor educational and funding and policy issues, and to broadcast monthly announcements to IAMSE members was reinforced. It was decided to stay comprehensive at this stage.  Longer items or papers will be linked to the IAMSE website if there is not another active link for the information. In general, meetings of educationally oriented conferences will not be announced in the Public Affairs report. However, proceedings of such conferences may be summarized for distribution to the IAMSE membership, although it may be difficult to summarize meetings in a brief form, or to get information from all meetings.  IAMSE Board of Directors members may be contacted to monitor major issues/briefings from educational meetings.
b. The Committee considered sources for public affairs information and it was decided that the Chair would create a central repository for such resources as submitted by the Committee members, and would also solicit potential public affairs announcements from the IAMSE Board of Directors.  The Committee will create a list of potential information listservs and publications (e.g., DR-ED; AAMC; Academic Medicine; Chronicle of Higher Education; Veterinary resources (AVMA, AAVMC), etc.).  Such listings will be sent to the Chair where they can be prioritized and the review responsibilities of members determined. Members agreed to see if librarians at their school could help identify resources for current public affairs items. Listserves are also accessible via the Educational Resources area of the IAMSE website.
c. Gathering pertinent legislative information (pending or new state, national, or international legislation affecting medical education) may be difficult.  AAMC is probably the best source; however we also may know individuals or have access to State listserves or websites to find this information.  It will be challenging to determine the relevance of State-related issues, but they should be included in monthly reports if they are related to key, broad issues.
d. The Committee recognized its obligation to report on public affairs issues of interest to educators in a variety of fields, including veterinary medicine, pharmacy, etc.
e. The lack of a European member on the Committee was discussed.  Because the Committee is complete at this time, another member will not be added, although the Committee could be expanded to 7 members in the future.  At this time, individuals will be identified who can help direct us to European resources, e.g., Pat Lilley at AMEE.
f. The issue of whether monthly reports to the membership will be sustainable in the long run.   Identifying 4 to 5 items/month may be difficult and perhaps an every-other-month report would be more reasonable.  Because the reports have been started on a monthly basis, and because the Committee members were just getting started looking for information and resources, it was decided to continue the monthly schedule for now, with the assumption that there is probably a lot of information available that we haven’t found yet.
g. The Committee understands that it, rather than the IAMSE staff, will finalize all public affairs postings.  When received, Julie will broadcast completed reports to the membership.
h. The Committee will meet every month until July to get systems established, and thereafter every two months.  The Chair emphasized the need for members to submit their information sources to him before this next meeting so a resource list can be constructed.
4. Resources 
The list of resources is compiled on a continuing basis (current list is attached – see below).  All PA Committee members submitted a list of resources. IAMSE Board members will be asked to submit additional resources (list serves and on-line resources). In addition, PA Committee members will contact their local librarians for Public Affairs/Policy resources on med ed.

5. Issues/Challenges/ToDo 

a. Identifying new resources (that do not require subscription in order to access)

b. Creating a key word search for public affairs information

c. Inclusion or exclusion of health policy and ethics issues in PA reports

d. Role of PA committee in public relations

e. Contact Pat Lilly for list of European resources
6. Monthly Broadcasts (02/03 - 06/03, see attached)
PA Resources

Gary Rosenfeld

CurrMIT Listserve

MedEd Listserve

Chronicle of Higher Education

AAMC Reporter
http://www.aamc.org/newsroom/reporter/april03/2003match.htm
AAMC Medical School Management Resources (MSMR)

http://www.aamc.org/members/msmr/start.htm
AMA Council on Medical Education

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/category/2959.htm
AAMC Newroom

http://www.aamc.org/newsroom/start.htm
Academic Medicine

http://www.academicmedicine.org/
Osteomeded Listserve

HealthNet Listserve

Science Magazine
Jack Scott

DR-ED

PDA Teaching Listserv

Jim Pasley

AAMC-GEA List Serve 

GSA List Serve

Academic Medicine

Science in the News

American Gastroenterological Association News

Physiology Educator

NY Acad Sciences Update

News in Physiological Sciences.

India Lane
AVMA

AAVMC
Legal-L
Reuters Health News Service
Mirta Garcia Jardon

www.fdg.unimaas.nl

www.aamc.org

www.amee.org

www.uwcm.ac.uk

www.uct.ac.za

www.medscape.com


