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As Chairman of the IAMSE Development Committee, I am pleased to submit our Annual Report.  Current Members of this Standing Committee are Tom Schmidt (Chair), Bruce Newton, Roger Koment (ex-officio) and Julie Hewett (ex-officio).  This committee has met periodically via conference calls during the past 12 months and has discussed several important issues related to the duties of this committee http://www.iamse.org/standing_committees.htm#Development   Our first proposal concerned tax-deductible contributions to IAMSE.  This proposal was prepared after investigating how other professional societies address this issue.  Our proposal, which was subsequently approved by the Board of Directors, included several specific recommendations:  

1)  A notice will be posted to the “Join IAMSE” section of the website alerting both new members and renewing members to the possibility of giving a tax deductible contribution to IAMSE in addition to their annual membership dues.

2)  Because some IAMSE members may be more willing to contribute if they knew how their donation would be used, three specific and one general category will be included on the giving form so that a donation can be directed.  These categories are:

· Webcast Audio Seminars

· Website Development

· Invited Conference Speakers

· General Fund

3)  A sentence will be included to explain that “General Fund” represents unrestricted giving to allow IAMSE the flexibility to use contribution where it is needed most.

4)  The Chair of the Development Committee will send an e-mail broadcast to the membership reminding them that contributions to IAMSE will be gratefully accepted, are tax deductible, and may be directed into any of our four categories.  

5)  The Chair of the Development Committee will compose and send an email broadcast to all IAMSE members each October and December again reminding them that (end of the year) contributions to IAMSE are tax deductible.

6) Mention will also be made in the brochure for each Annual Association Meeting concerning tax deductible contributions.  This will appear in the section titled “Additional Information about IAMSE” and not as a separate line item on the registration form.

The Development Committee has also prepared two posters that will list these four basic categories for tax-deductible contributions.  These posters will be displayed at the Registration Desk at the Annual Meeting at Georgetown University in July, 2003.  Each Registration Packet will also contain a one-page flyer with additional details concerning tax-deductible contributions.  

The Development Committee is currently focusing on several issues including:

1)  Increasing membership on this committee

2)  Planned giving (trust funds, wills, etc.) to IAMSE (information from other organizations and institutions currently being evaluated).

3)  Identifying agencies/organizations that may be potential funding sources.

Although the members of the Development Committee feel as though we have made progress, much work clearly remains to be done.  All IAMSE members are asked to seriously consider serving on this extremely important committee.  Anyone interested in contributing should feel free to contact Roger Koment rkoment@iamse.org  or Tom Schmidt thomas-schmidt@uiowa.edu
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